Protection of the rights of the disabled requires objective assessment of the existence and extent of impairment or disability. According to the Enforcement Decree of the Amended Act on the Welfare of Disabled Persons (May 2003), impairments or disabilities are categorized into 15 items: physical impairment, cerebral disorders, visual impairment, hearing impairment, speech impairment, intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities, mental impairment, renal disorders, cardiac disorders, respiratory disorders, hepatopathy, facial impairment, intestinal.urinary tract disorders, and epileptic disorders. Depending on the seriousness, the registration also requires the level (1 through 6) of impairment or disability.

In addition to the Welfare of Disabled Persons Act, the Enforcement Decree of the Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance Act stipulates impairment/disability assessment criteria with 14 levels for 10 regions with 25 sub-categories. Furthermore, different assessment agencies currently employ different criteria when it comes to impairments or disabilities caused by automobile accidents, assault, injury, medical malpractice, illness, or physical damage associated with the performance of official duties.

Therefore, in order to establish scientific, objective, and readily usable impairment/disability assessment criteria that are best suited to Korean circumstances, the Korean Academy of Medical Sciences in association with the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs has tried to create impairment/disability assessment criteria for the past 2 yr through the outstanding efforts of a research team which was made up of hundred of professional doctors who was recommended by the related academies.

It gives me a great pleasure to publish this supplement, because of insufficient medical references currently available on impairment/disability assessment criteria in Korea. We strongly believe that we successfully compiled a series of articles on impairment/disability assessment criteria into supplement. I hope that this work on impairment/disability assessment criteria is put into practical use and improves various fields in Korea.

Finally, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all the researchers of each member academy and other participants for making efforts to have this supplement published.
